
“Mountain of hell”, and more!  
 

 
  

Stage races and Enduro time, with names as Mountain of Hell in it you 
can expect something… 
Daniel went from one race to the other, one weekend Mountain of Hell and the other weekend the 
famous Megavalanche so 2 times all the way down with a bunch of enduro riders starting in the 
everlasting snow…  
Roy (the guy who loves gravel roads) also went to the real mountains in Austria riding the Zillertal 3-day 
stage race.  
How it was for them and how much they loved riding in real mountains as flat Dutchies, you can read in 
this newsletter…. So, enjoy :)  

 
 

 
Mountain of hell: Daniël    
Thursday the 29th of June, I left with my friends to 
the big race “Mountain of Hell” in the French Alpes. 
This race was on the top of my to-do-list and finally I 
was going to ride it. On Friday, we had some time for 
riding the qualification course and “The Mountain of 
Hell” course. There was no more time but to be 
honest my arms and hands were burning (like 
hell) already from this rough terrain.  
My qualification went well, I started in 2nd position 
and just before the first climb I managed to get in 1th 
position!! In the descent 2 riders passed me and I 
made a little mistake using the wrong racing line, so a 
few passed me again. After a crash my dropper 
handle was broken (luckily with the seat post down) 
Perfect for the DH but the paddle parts where very 
hard. I crossed the finish in 5th position good for the 
3rd starting row on Sunday :) Pretty happy with that.  
5:30 AM Sunday we had to be in the ski lifts to go to 
the starting line at 3400HM. But on top the weather 
was cold and misty and the sight was terrible. At 9:00 
AM we started.  
With low visibility, I went down keeping my bike in 
control, but a few guys passed me so I had to push it. 
I knew somewhere we had a hard corner to the right, 
but I couldn’t see when or where because we were 
not allowed to train on the Piste the days before.  
All of sudden we had already arrived there, I went 
way to fast!! The only thing to do was slide and 
prepare for the crash… With a bunch of other guys, 
we hit the snow wall. There was no damage so quick 
on the bike again.  
Not knowing on which position I was, I overtook 
riders on the top part of the course. On the last part I 
saw 2 more riders but couldn’t pass because of the 
small walking path. One made a mistake and I could 
overtake him, the other was too fast. I finished the 
line in 10th place!! Pretty stokes about my first 
Mountain of Hell 
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Zillertal bike festival: Roy  
Etappe 1 - 68km 3042 hm: the first day we had to do 2 big climbs, I knew from last year that the second climb 
was a though one. So, the plan was not to push it too much in the first climb, but keep some reserves. After a 
few km, I choose my own pace and it felt good enough to beat my time from last year :) At the end of climb 2 I  
was having a hard time, but managed to beat my time from last year with 28 minutes!! Result from day 1: 
42th overall and 32th Elite  
Etappe 2 - 59,5 km 2500 hm: this morning we woke up with a beautiful big mountain of snow in front of us. 
With more than 20 cm snow on the top of the Mountain, the organization decided to shorten the etappe. 
(300hm less). But a monster climb, which we almost had to do twice today, was still in the course. My legs felt 
a bit less powerful then yesterday but I could ride a nice pace. On top of the first DH I felt my rear tire lost 
presure, ahhhhh !!! Luckily the Mitas Latex did its work and with some extra air in it, it was fine again. I lost 10 
minutes with that unfortunately. Results from day 2: 53th overall and still 32th elite.  
Etappe 3 –  50,8 km 3090 hm: climbing, climbing and climbing again. The start today was 650m above sea 
level, the finish on about 2600m! That makes sense, it was almost only biking uphill. The first climb I was 
searching for a good pace but after a short descent, I noticed that the legs felt good and I could handle the 
monster climb up the glacier. I was all the time in the front and the competition could not follow my pace. The 
last climb consisted of two parts. The first part was not so steep and the last 4-5km were enormously steep 
(up to 23%!). I had prepared my Kona for this. In the valley, I was on the 47th spot but I could ride the whole 
climb and I finished 40th! Overall 28th elite and again 21min faster than last year!  
This was a good measuring point for me because I did the same race last year to. I am very happy with the 
progression this year! Now rest and focus on the rest of the season.   
 
 

 



 

Megavalanche   
After the “Mountain of Hell”, we have driven 
to Alp d’Huez. In the afternoon, we explored 
the stages. The next day we woke up very 
early to go up the glacier. The bottom was 
perfect, we could ride it well. In one day, I 
trained all the parts and some parts even 
twice. This year there are a lot of big names 
on the start list. My aim was to start on the 
first start line, therefore I needed to become 
at least third in the qualifications. I knew 
that this would be a difficult job, but not 
impossible. My start was pretty good and I 
was on the 10th place. After my start, I was 
able to pass a lot of riders and I ended up on 
the fifth spot. I managed to pass another 
rider and I saw the second and third rider in 
front of me but I couldn’t come closer. In the 
end, I was 4th, so no first row, but satisfied 
about my qualification race.  
Saturday, I had a rest day and I prepared 
everything for Sunday, because at Sunday 
the alarm clock went at 5am! At 6am I was 
at the lift to go to the Pic Blanc, but due to 
strong winds we couldn’t get up. After a long 
time waiting and few information from the 
organization, we heard that the race would 
start on another point. It was clear that the 
start would be a chaos, even though it 
wasn’t on snow. With a lot of people starting 
right into a single trail, that couldn’t go well. 
Luckily, I was on the second line and I hoped 
that I wouldn’t have too much trouble. My 
start was pretty good again. I went into the 
single trail at the 30th spot. In the single trail, 
I could pass some people and in the climb, I 
passed a lot of people again. Because of the 
strong competition, I couldn’t pass that 
much people during the rest of the ride. 
When I crossed the finish line I saw that 
there were only a few riders. So, I had a 
good result! I was aiming top 30 and in the 
end, I became 20th!   
 

 
 
 

Next week 
Next weekend it will all dominated by the nationals! Daniël and 
Karl both participate in XCE as well as XCO. Robin, Roy, Linja, 
Laura, Karin and Lotte are going to give it all on the XCO track! 
Wish them luck! We are looking forward ☺.   


